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Shaping
a life in

the country
It’s hard to imagine this warm and cosy home in the heart
of Whitemans Valley was once little more than a doss
house for farm workers, a place to kick off the gumboots,
hang the Swanndri, tie up the dogs and bed down after
a long day. Today it’s home to a family, Jill Wild reports.

Valley life: The Edwards’ house is one of four homes that cluster around the original farm homestead. They have now all been painted in similar styles and colours.

Rural scene: The
Edwards family
can look out to
the countryside
when seated
around the table
for dinner.

THE RENOVATION, started in January this
year, was the last and largest step for the
Edwards family determined to create the

home they had always wanted, and while 
finishing touches are still being made, the 
home has been transformed from its doss 
house days.

Gone is the mud outside the door, the 
yapping farm dogs on the chain, the muddy 
gumboots and dripping Swanndri, life now is 
one of simple but modern living.

But it’s taken foresight and vision to get 
where they are today. In the depths of cold 
winters the roof leaked, the house was frigid 
from no insulation and Rachel Edwards admits 
there were times they thought life in suburbia 
might have been easier.

‘‘But we moved out here for space, that 
was 13 years ago, the best things when we 
arrived were the new septic tank and the 
telephone and that was it. We bought it sight 
unseen. Well, we’d looked in the windows but 
the tenant wouldn’t let us look in the house 
and when we arrived it was hideous, very run 
down and absolutely freezing.’’

Latest House Values

View the current median values for all Wellington suburbs at QV.co.nz.
Median suburb values are based on E-Valuer, which calculates the estimated
current market value for each residential property in the area using recent
sales of nearby comparable properties.

Suburb 2 bdrm 3 bdrm 4 bdrm 5 bdrm

Aro Valley $421,000 $484,000 $558,500  -

Berhampore $342,000 $488,000 $554,500 -

Brooklyn $435,500 $533,000 $655,000 $799,000

Mount Cook $382,000 $502,000 $589,000 $349,500

Mount Victoria $408,000 $679,000 $870,000 $1,183,000

Newtown $420,500 $504,000 $610,000 $652,000

Oriental Bay $497,500 -   -  -

Roseneath $466,000 $645,500 $929,500 $1,263,500

Te Aro $372,000 $546,000 $607,000 $775,500

Wellington Central $324,000 $515,000 -   -
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